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Treasury Department, United States Marine-Hospital Service. Published in accordance 
with act of Congress approved February 15, 1893, 

Vol. XV. Washington, D. C, September 28, 1900. No. 39. 



NOTICE. 

Any person on the mailing list of the Public Health Reports who, at any time, 
fails to receive promptly this publication will confer a favor by notifying the Surgeon- 
General of the United States Marine-Hospital Service. 



UNITED STATES. 

[Reports to the Surgeon-General United States Marine-Hospital Service.] 
Maritime quarantine service at Nome, Alaska. 

Nome, Alaska, August 25, 1900. 

Sir : I have the honor to transmit herewith weekly report of trans- 
actions at this quarantine station for the week ended August 25, 1900 : 

On the morning of August 19 the steamer Discovery arrived from 
Port Clarence, Alaska, and landed her passengers before I could reach 
her. The vessel had been boarded and inspected by me once previously 
and the captain; Eobert Hall, informed of the quarantine regulations in 
force at this port. The captain was placed under arrest and ordered to 
report to Lieutenant Jarvis at the custom-house. Mr. Jarvis read to 
him from the United States Quarantine Laws and Regulations, sec- 
tions 1, 2, and 3, of the act of March 27, 1890. The captain then stated 
that he had understood that the quarantine was only against St. Michael, 
Alaska, and promised that hereafter he would be more careful. He 
was then excused, but with the understanding that another infraction 
of the regulations would be followed by immediate prosecution. 

The same afternoon it was reported at the custom-house that the small 
schooner Edith had arrived from the Siberian coast with 3 persons and 
2 dead bodies aboard. I immediately started for the vessel, but seeing 
that some persons had rowed a large boat out from the shore, taken off 
the bodies, and were returning to the shore, I intercepted them at a 
point about a mile up the beach. They claimed that the bodies were 
those of the owner and the captain of the vessel, and that the former 
had been killed while lying in his bunk by a shot from the Siberian 
coast, and that the latter had later been knocked from the deck into the 
water by a swinging boom, and had died a few minutes after being 
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rescued. All the circumstances being suspicious, I notified the United 
States district attorney, and the United States commissioner who also 
acts as coroner. The latter took charge of the bodies, and a deputy 
United States marshal was placed in charge of the schooner and the 3 
persons aboard. The men who had rowed out were friends of one of the 
dead men and evidently knew nothing of the quarantine regulations, so 
were excused. At the inquest, all the facts elicited substantiated the 
statements of the crew of the vessel. The jury found a verdict accord- 
ingly and the men were discharged. I inspected and passed the schooner 
and its crew, and with Dr. James E. Miller, Acting Assistant Surgeon, 
U. S. A., performed the post-mortem examinations on the bodies. 
Eespectfully, Baylis H. Earle, 

Assistant Surgeon, U. 8. H. H. 8. 

Nome, Alaska, September 7, 1900. 

Sib : I have the honor to transmit herewith weekly report of transac- 
tions at this quarantine station for the week ended September 1, 1900. 

On August 31 the steamer Charles D. Lane arrived from San Fran- 
cisco, Cal., via Seattle, Wash., and Dutch Harbor, Alaska, with 2 cases 
of measles aboard. The patients, 2 ladies, had embarked at Dutch 
Harbor. They had visited a friend who had measles a few days before 
and had been taken sick the day after embarkation. They had been 
immediately isolated, and no one allowed to see them other thau the 
husband of one and a lady who acted as nurse. In view of these facts, 
and after consultation with Lieutenant Jar vis and a thorough inspection 
of all persons aboard, I allowed the passengers to land and the cargo to 
be unloaded. The owner of the vessel employed a physician and a nurse 
to take care of the patients until well enough to be carried ashore. I 
will then have the 2 cabins and all the clothing therein disinfected. 

On September 1 the steamer Meteor arrived from Port Clarence, 
Alaska, and immediately landed her passengers before I was able to 
reach her in a surf boat. The vessel had been boarded and inspected 
by me before, and the captain, John Worth, informed of the quarantine 
regulations in force at this port. The captain was placed under arrest 
and ordered to report to Lieutenant Jarvis, who advised that he be 
prosecuted. The facts of the case were then given to the United States 
district attorney, who promised to take action against the captain at his 
earliest opportunity. 

While waiting in the district attorney's office I was approached by 
Dr. E. Forbes, the physician of the Alaska Exploration Company, who 
owns the Meteor. This gentleman, who is an Englishman, gave me a 
lecture at some length, claiming to have had much experience in quar- 
antine work both in America and abroad. During the course of his 
remarks he informed me that quarantine work is altogether a political 
affair and that I was very foolish to antagonize a rich company like the 
Alaska Exploration Company, which has more influence in Washington 
than the whole quarantine service put together, as by so doing I would 
prabably lose my official position. I took his remarks for what they 
were worth and so informed him, and I mention this merely as an 
amusing.incident. 

Eespectfully, Baylis H. Earle, 

Assistant Surgeon, U. S. M. H. 8. 



